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SUBJECT: ALEXANDRAKIS CALL ON COUNSELOR NIMETZ MAY 3 

1. ALEXANDRAKIS BEGAN THE MEETING (WHICH HE REQUESTED) BY 
SAYING HE WANTED TO GIVE NIMETZ HIS IMPRESSION OE THE 
ATTTUDES WHICH HE EOUND DURING HIS RECENT VISIT TO ATHENS. 
ALEXANDRAKIS SAID THERE IS AN ATMOSPHERE OE MALAISE AND 
UNEASE WHICH HAS BEEN BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE ADMINISTRATION'S 
EEEORT TO LIFT THE TURKISH EMBARGO. HE SAID THIS NEGATIVE 
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ATTITUDE WAS A PRODUCT NOT SO MUCH OP WHAT THE US WAS DOING 
BUT RATHER HOW IT WAS GOING ABOUT IT. HE SAID IT WAS THE 
DISTINCT IMPRESSION IN ATHENS THAT THE US WAS UNDERCUTTING 
KARAMANLIS' POSITION, WHETHER INTENDED OR NOT. 

2. TO CITE A PEW EXAMPLES OP THIS, ALEXANDRAKIS CITED THE 
ORIGINAL PY 79 MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROPOSAL OP DOES 122 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


MILLION, WHICH REDUCED THE AMOUNT GREECE WOULD RECEIVE 
COMPARED WITH 1978. THAT HAD BEEN A BLOW TO THE GREEKS. 

THAT WAS FOLLOWED CLOSELY BY THE HUMAN RIGHTS REPORTS 
WHICH CREATED ADDITIONAL ILL WILL TOWARD THE US; AND THEN 
CAME THE EINAL BLOW OE THE APPARENTLY SUDDEN CHANGE IN 
POLICY AND THE DECISION TO LIFT THE EMBARGO. 

3. ALTHOUGH HONEST MEN MIGHT DIEFER ON WHETHER LIETING OE 

THE EMBARGO WAS THE PROPER WAY TO ACHIEVE A CYPRUS SETTLE- 
MENT, THE GREEK COMPLAINT REALLY CENTERS ON THE WAY IN 
WHICH THE ADMINISTRATION IS TRYING TO ACHIEVE THIS GOAL. 

EOR EXAMPLE, THE DEPUTY SECRETARY BEFORE THE SERC MAY 2 
HAD REPRESENTED THE TURKISH CYPRIOT PROPOSALS AS SERIOUS. 
SUCH A STATEMENT CAN ONLY COST THE ADMINISTRATION CREDI- 
BILITY. THEN CLARK CLIEEORD MENTIONED THAT THE GREEK SIDE 
HAD ALSO MISUSED AMERICAN WEAPONS DURING THE 1974 COUP 
AGAINST MAKARIOS ON CYPRUS. SUCH A STATEMENT HAD NO PLACE 
IN THE CONSIDERATION OE THE EMBARGO ISSUE. 

4. ALEXANDRAKIS ALSO COMPLAINED THAT THE ADMINISTRATION 
HAS NOT STATED IN ANY DOCUMENT HE HAD SEEN THAT WEAPONS 
TURKEY WILL RECEIVE IE THE EMBARGO IS LIFTED CANNOT BE 
USED AGAINST GREECE. NIMETZ SAID THAT SUBJECT WOULD BE 
COVERED IN A LETTER WHICH WAS BEING SENT TO THE CONGRESS 
AND WHICH WOULD CONSTITUTE A EORMAL STATEMENT BY THE 
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ADMINISTRATION. AS EOR THE CLIEEORD COMMENT, NIMETZ STATED 
THAT DURING A PROLONGED QUESTION PERIOD MANY QUESTIONS 
WERE ASKED AND ANSWERED WHICH IDEALLY MIGHT BE BETTER LEFT 
UNSAID. NIMETZ ADDED THAT USG APPRECIATED ATTEMPT BY 
KARAMANLIS GOVERNMENT TO BE MODERATE IN RESPONSE TO OUR 
PROGRAM. IN THAT REGARD HE SUGGESTED GOG EOCUS ON CARE- 
EULLY BALANCED PREPARED STATEMENT RATHER THAN UNDERTAKE 
SEARCH EOR HIDDEN SIGNIEICANCE IN EACH Q AND A. 

5. WITH REGARD TO THE GENERAL SUBJECT OF CYPRUS, NIMETZ 
INDICATED THAT A BAD SITUATION EXISTS NOW AND THAT HE WAS 
VERY PESSIMISTIC. HE SAID THE GREEK CYPRIOTS WERE IN A 
PARTICULARLY UNYIELDING POSTURE. IT WAS HIS BELIEF THAT 
THIS WAS MOSTLY BECAUSE THEY DID NOT WANT TO EACILITATE 
THE LIFTING OF THE EMBARGO. WHILE WE HAD HOPED FOR MORE 
IN THE TURKISH CYPRIOT PROPOSALS, WE KNOW EROM OUR DISCUS- 
SIONS WITH THE TURKS THAT THERE IS FLEXIBILITY AND GIVE IN 
THOSE POSITIONS. EOR EXAMPLE, WE DO NOT FEEL THAT THE 
TURKS HAVE CLOSED THE DOOR ON THE FINAL STATUS OF VAROSHA. 

IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT IF PRESSED AT THE NEGOTIATING TABLE, 
VERY SOON AETER THE START OE TALKS A SIGNIEICANT NUMBER 

OE REFUGEES (PERHAPS UP TO 30,000) COULD RETURN TO NEW 
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FAMAGUSTA AND NOT NECESSARILY UNDER TURKISH ADMINISTRATION. 
BUT THAT WOULD BE SOMETHING THAT THE PARTIES WOULD HAVE 
TO PURSUE AT THE TABLE. AS EOR TERRITORY, MUMTAZ SOYSAL 
HAD BEEN HERE RECENTLY AND NIMETZ GATHERED EROM THAT DIS- 
CUSSION THAT THERE IS FLEXIBILITY IN THE TERRITORIAL PRO- 
POSALS AS WELL. BUT THE ONLY WAY TO REALLY TEST THE TURKS 
WAS TO RETURN TO THE TABLE. IE THIS WERE NOT DONE SOON, 

IT IS QUITE CONCEIVABLE THAT THE TURKS WILL LOSE INTEREST 
IN NEGOTIATING A CYPRUS SETTLEMENT AND IT WILL BE MANY 

YEARS BEEORE SUCH AN OPPORTUNITY AGAIN EXISTS. 

6. NIMETZ STATED THAT HE IS DISTURBED BY COMMENTS SUCH AS 
HAD BEEN MADE BY CONGRESSMAN ROSENTHAL THAT GREECE WOULD 
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PROBABLY WITHDRAW FROM NATO SHOULD THE EMBARGO BE LIETED. 
NIMETZ RECALLED THAT ALEXANDRAKIS HAD MANY TIMES INDICATED 
THAT CYPRUS AND THE EMBARGO WERE NOT LINKED TO GREEK- 
TURKISH DIEEERENCES. THE EMBARGO HAD BEEN IMPOSED EOR 
REASONS STRICTEY BEARING ON CYPRUS. THEREEORE, HE EOUND 
THE LOGIC THAT THE LIETING OF THE EMBARGO WOULD BE A HOS- 
TILE ACT AGAINST GREECE TO BE INCOMPREHENSIBLE. IT 
APPEARED TO HIM THAT EVEN IE CYPRUS WERE SETTLED TOMORROW, 

THE GREEKS APPEARED TO WANT THE EMBARGO TO BE CONTINUED 
AS A MEANS OE WEAKENING TURKEY'S MILITARY CAPABILITY. 

7. ALEXANDRAKIS REJECTED THIS STATEMENT, SAYING THAT THE 
GREEKS SAW THE EMBARGO AS THE ONLY MANNER IN WHICH TO 
EORCE THE TURKS TO MOVE ON CYPRUS AND TO STAY ITS EXPAN- 
SIONIST DESIGNS. 

8. NIMETZ SAID HE HOPED THE GREEK GOVERNMENT WOULD GIVE 
SERIOUS THOUGHT TO THE LONG-TERM CONSEQUENCES OF A CON- 
TINUING EMBARGO ON TURKEY. IT IS CLEAR THAT IE WE FAIL TO 
GET THE EMBARGO LIFTED THIS TIME, WE WILL TRY AGAIN IN 

1979. THE EMBARGO IS AN UNNATURAL CONDITION AND SOMETHING 
WHICH GREECE SHOULD NOT CONSIDER AS A EUNDAMENTAL COMPONENT 
OE ITS EOREIGN POLICY OR AS A PERMANENT FEATURE OE US- 
TURKISH RELATIONS. 

9. NIMETZ STRESSED THAT WE HAVE TRIED IN EVERY INSTANCE 

TO ACCOMMODATE GREEK NEEDS AND WE WOULD CONTINUE TO DO SO. 
HE WANTED ALEXANDRAKIS TO ADVISE US OE ANYTHING HIS GOVERN- 
MENT EELT WE COULD DO OF A POSITIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE 
NATURE TO HELP STRENGTHEN US-GREEK RELATIONS. NIMETZ 
STRESSED THAT WE WERE ESPECIALLY INTERESTED IN ACTIVITIES 
THAT DID NOT SEEM TO INVOLVE CHOOSING SIDES BETWEEN OUR 
TWO ALLIES, GREECE AND TURKEY. CHRISTOPHER 
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